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Correspondence.
THE CASE OF KINGSBURY v. HART.
"Audi alteram partem."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;In your recent issue, dated April 25th, I observe
amongst other miscellaneous Manchester news that a society
designated a "medical guild" passed in review the judgment
on the recently heard case of Kingsbury v. Hart and placed
on record a pronouncement of dissent from the views expressed
by plaintiff’s witnesses. As reasons for this dissent are
withheld and may come up for review at a later date,
perhaps you will allow me to supply mine, seeing that
I was one of the witnesses alluded to by the "guild"
as testifying on the plaintiff’s behalf. 1. In a sense
every medical practitioner advertises himself to the
public once by fixing a brass plate on his door.
2. Manchester being devoted almost exclusively to business
purposes, and dwelling houses being so few in the central
parts of the city that they may almost be counted on five
fingers, it follows that consulting physicians and surgeons
are under a necessity of engaging rooms or oilices for pro-
fessional purposes in the daytime apart from their private
residences which are located for the most part in suburban
districts and on the gate-posts of which their names and
designations are again repeated. We thus arrive at two
separate forms of publicity or so-called advertisement,
against which no exception is taken, adopted by gentle-
men justly accounted honourable, and who act up to
the best professional traditions. 3. Another practi-
tioner, following an already existing and commonly
adopted custom, has three door-plates at different parts of
the town where he follows his calling-one on his dwelling-
house and two on gate-posts of hydropathic institutions of
which he is the accredited medical referee-stating the hours
when he can be seen at each for purposes of consultation.
For so doing his fair fame has been libelled and himself
stigmatised as one who has grievously derogated from the
best traditions of his profession. Failing to realise that this
numerical appraisement of brass plates represented, eceteris
paribus, all the nice gradations between honour and infamy
I testified that, in my judgment, Dr. Kingsbury had not laid
himself open to the grave imputations brought against him.
I am, Sirs, yours obediently, 
Manchester, May llth, 1896. F. RENAUD.
"THE HISTORY, METHODS, EXPENDITURE,
AND POLICY OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS
DEFENCE COMMITTEE."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,--Permit me to thank you very warmly for the
powerful support you are giving the Civil Rights Defence
Committee in the series of articles now appearing in your
columns, and especially for that in the last issue-an article,
if I may venture to characterise it, dealing with a great
subject in a manner worthy of a great journal and placing
the position very clearly and definitely before the profession.
The work of the Civil Rights Defence Committee will
eventually be fully appreciated, not alone by the profession,
but by the nation. The cases of Surgeon-Captain Fowler
and Mr. Lionel Smith prove how much an organised
defence of our rights is needed. Both cases ought to
be taken up, and carried to a successful issue not only
for the sake of justice, but in the interests of the profes-
sion and the public, for the best interests of the public are
not served by injustice to medical men, and such oppres-
sion and "perversion of justice" are only possible whilst
we submit to them. I wish to mention that I have not
as a Fellow and Member made application to my College
under By-law XV., though fully aware of its meaning and
importance ; but have, without any such claim, found the
College at once, on the invitation of the Civil Rights Defence
Committee and on my application, irrespective of the by-law,
act in the same spirit as that which prompted the formula-
tion of so admirable a provision-a spirit worthy of emula-
tion by all bodies corporate in their relations to their
constituents, whether graduates, Fellows, Members, or
Licentiates. It would be difficult to express the comfort I
have derived from the moral support of my College under
great and prolonged suffering and under the sense of
injustice and oppression from quarters whence we are taught
to expect only "justice" and "right"; but, however inade-
quately, I desire to publicly acknowledge it, and I am sure
that, as the proper occasion arises, all necessary support will
be afforded for the vindication of what you well describe as
fundamental rights.
I am, Sirs, your obedient servant,
May lltv, 1896. R. B. ANDERSON.
"THE REGISTRATION OF MIDWIVES."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,---The admirable letter of Dr. Frazer in THE
LANCET of May 9th comes as a relief to many of
us. The solution of the problem by a Bill based upon
the lines set out in it will doubtless be a satisfactory one.
These lines, I venture to say, are sound ones, and it is to
be hoped that all interested in the subject will combine to
produce a Bill which will command united support. The
only difficulty I foresee is to be feared from the Midwives’
Registration Society, but it is to be hoped that its members
will, before it is too late, change an attitude of dictation into
one of conciliation.-I am, Sirs, yours truly,
Hatfield, Herts, May 10th, 1896. LOVELL DRAGE.
OXY-CHLOROFORM AN&AElig;STHESIA.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRs,-In view of the publicity that the subject-matter of
this letter is acquiring it is fitting that you should at least
be made acquainted with the fact that in the early months
of the year 1891 I first directed special attention to the
physiological effects of the inhalation of chloroform. I was
led to investigate the matter by the fact that after an expe-rience of some thirty years I continued, in spite of every
possible precaution, to meet with cases of "accidental
asphyxia," and three successive ones determined me, if
possible, to get at the cause of these so-called accidents and
to devise a method by which they could be obviated. With
your permission I will recapitulate two or three important
points connected with the physiology of anaesthesia, and
these may be best expressed in the words of the Hyderabad
Chloroform Commission: (1) that chloroform has never,
under any circumstances whatever, a direct action upon the
human heart; (2) that the primary effect of chloroform is
to lower the blood pressure, dilate the arterioles, and slow the
circulation, both systemic and pulmonary; and (3) that after
a certain stage the respiration is slowed, this being in direct
proportion to the fall in the blood pressure. Such was the
extent of our knowledge when my attention was first directed
to the subject, and in stating this I do not profess to have
added to our knowledge of the physiology of the process;
but accepting the conclusions of the Hyderabad Commission
I have arrived at what seems to me to be a rational explana-
tion of the occurrence of asphyxia, and, what is more to the
purpose, at a practical and safe method of averting it.
1 regard the asphyxia as dependent upon a twofold cause-
viz., a lowered blood pressure, with its attendant slowing of
the pulmonary and systemic circulation, and a corresponding
slowing of the respiration which, interfering with the normal
rapidity of aeration, of necessity interferes with the due
elimination of the CO2 of the system. As a result of this
slowing of the respiratory and circulatory systems we have
by continued inhalation the cumulative effects of an active
poison. It was a consideration of this latter fact which led
me to devise the method of prevention which I now submit
to your notice. It consists simply in the inhalation of a
mixture proportionate to the requirements of the case of
chloroform vapour and oxygen gas. This by maintaining
perfect aeration throughout the whole process ensures
regular respiration, consequently escape from the danger
attending languid circulation, irregular respiration, and
imperfect aeration-viz., asphyxia. Sudden lowering of
the blood pressure with pallor the indication of approach-
ing asphyxia, cannot occur because, the nutrition of
the heart being unaffected, stagnation in the systemic
vessels is prevented by normal activity of circulation.
Again, let the required dose of chloroform be what it may, it
